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B.  
 

 
 
Montgomery County is home to 1,004,709 people (2012 estimate). ("State and County Quick 
Facts: Montgomery County", 2013)  The life expectancy is 83.7 years at birth, which is higher 
than the Maryland Baseline (79.5) and the projected National Baseline (78.7). The life 
expectancy for White non-Hispanic (84.0) is higher than Black non-Hispanic (81.0).  ("Maryland 
Annual Vital Statistics Report", 2011) The median age is estimated to be 38.6 years, where 
currently 23.7% of the population is under the age of 18, and 12.6% are 65 years of age or 
older. ("2011 American Survey 1-year Estimates", 2011) By 2030, it is expected that 
Montgomery County will experience an increase in the overall senior population by 79%.  
Currently, one in eight Montgomery County residents is over the age of 65. (Montgomery 
County Snapshot – Council Districts by the Numbers, 2012) 
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• Biggest issues or concerns in the community 
• Trends relative to demographics, the economy, the health care provider community, 

and community health status 
• Problems people face in obtaining health care and/or social services  
• Services lacking in the community 
• Barriers and services related to chronic health conditions 
• Recommendations for improving access to care and the health of the community 

 

-
-

-  

 
 

C.  
 

Suburban Hospital works directly with several community centers, organizations, institutes, and 
corporations, including the AARP, A Wider Circle, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, American Heart 
Association, American Red Cross, and Bethesda Cares to name a few.  Furthermore, Suburban 
Hospital representatives serve on numerous community coalitions, boards, committees, panels, 
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advisory groups, and local county commissions.  Suburban Hospital’s active role in these and 
similar community engagement activities serves as a catalyst for identification and prioritization 
of unmet or potential community health needs. 
 
In 2011, Suburban Hospital identified the need to establish an Advisory Council that would 
guide and participate in the planning, development and implementation of programs and 
activities for the improvement of health in the community served by Suburban Hospital.  In 
June 2012, the hospital held its first Community Benefit Advisory Council (CBAC) meeting.  
Chartered by the hospital’s Board of Trustees and chaired by a trustee, the Advisory Council 
comprises of a diverse group of local businesses, non-for-profit executives and community 
advocacy leaders who represent the perspective of the county’s medically underserved, low-
income and racially/ethnically diverse populations. The Council represents diverse sectors of 
the Suburban Hospital service area and acts as a liaison with the community and the hospital to 
identify health improvement opportunities and needs.   
 
The Council played a critical role in the development of the community health needs 
assessment process.  Their role included providing a voice and insight to the needs of the 
community, analyzing needs assessment data and community assets.  (See Appendix C: 
Community Benefit Advisory Council Members) 
 
In addition to the expertise contributed by the Council, Suburban Hospital’s Community Health 
and Wellness (CHW) Department served as a key player in shaping the CHNA process by 
integrating public health knowledge, principles and expertise.  The CHW Department acted as a 
public health resource and guide, due in part to the educational background of the staff, and 
the strong relationships built in the community and firsthand knowledge of the major health 
concerns, barriers and needs.  
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Figure 1. Infant Mortality Rate by Race/Ethnicity 

 
 

Deaths/1,000 live births 

 
Source: Healthy Montgomery, 2011 
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Cancer Type Rate per 100,000 

Breast 19.9 

Colorectal 11.4 

Lung 29.0 

Prostate 17.9 

Source: Healthy Montgomery, 2013 
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Source: Healthy Montgomery, 2011 
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Figure 6. Persons without Health Insurance by Age 

 
 

 
Source: Health Montgomery, 2011 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 7. Adults Unable to Afford to See a Doctor by Race/Ethnicity 
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Source: US Department of Health and Human Services, MD Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and 
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APPENDIX B. Community Perspective Survey Tool 
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